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Searching For Your Living  Room
We  know  you  have  one,  so don't be shy... You  could  win  $500.00

Do you have a living  room that  you feel is worth  showing off? No matter  what  its size, style or  decor, or  what
your  budget was, The Inman  Company wants to see it.  Whether  you have a professionally  designed formal
living  room,  a do-it -yourself   den or  TV room,  a  renovated great room or  just  any living  room that  you feel is
show quality,  we invite  you to participate  in  the second of our four  "Show Off  Your Space" contests.
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The Inman  Company

Join Our  List

Upcoming Contest
Schedule:

Bedroom - October 08
Living  Room - January

09
Nursery  - April  09
Bathroom  - July 09

Design  Tip

"No matter  what
type of remodeling

project  or
renovation  you are
taking  on, know

your  own personal
style or  period that
you are trying  to

achieve before you
begin."

Public  Relations
If  you are interested in

having Shane Inman  from
The Inman  Company

contribute  to your  next
event, editorial  or  make a

special appearance, contact
Raelene Wooden-Hall  at

Idea Stream 231-933-6635
Email

The Inman  Company will  be looking  for  the best use of space, the best use of color and the most originality  in
the overall  design of the living  room.  Enter  online  at  contest@theinmancompany.com  before January 31,
2009  for  a chance to win  $500.00.

Contest  Details:  Provide 3-5 images of your  living  room,  your  full  name, email address, phone number  and
mailing  address, and tell  us in  100 words or  less why you have the winning  living  room.
 
Contests  Rules  and  Regulations:  No purchase necessary to enter  to win.  The "Show Off Your Space" contest is open to all  residents of the
United  States who are 18 years of age or  older at the time  of entry.  The contest will  end at 12:00  midnight  on January 31, 2009.  The Inman
Company will  be the sole judge and will  determine  a winner  based on personal and professional  perception  of overall  aesthetics. All  submitted
photos will  become the property  of The Inman  Company. By entering  the contest, you grant  The Inman  Company an irrevocable, non -exclusive,
royalty -free license to broadcast, display on its website, copy, edit and otherwise  use your  likeness and your  entry  materials,  including  your
photographs, videotape and essay, for  any promotional  or  commercial purposes, both  during  the contest and for  future  contests. The Inman
Company will  notify  the winner  by email  and will  mail  the award to the winner  after the winner  has signed legally binding  paperwork  outlining
these rules and regulations.   

The Winning  Bedroom
"Uncovering  The Best Bedroom"

Meet  the  Winner!

Kellie  Charron
Lansing, Michigan

Shane Inman,  president and owner of  The Inman  Company asked Kellie  Charron how
she did  it.  "I  have a beautiful  bedroom!   To me, the room is a work  of art,   inspired  by
a piece of art"  says Kellie. "  The walls,  ceiling, and window  treatments  are all  one color
which  creates a solid  backdrop so focus can be given to the paintings  and accessories.
 This  also allows for  a quick  change of scene whenever the next  piece of inspiration
comes along. "

"I  don't  adhere to any one major  style but  rather  prefer the freedom of self-expression
with  purposeful  mixing  and matching  of color, texture,  and decorations, which  allows my personality  to show through.  "

"It's  always sunny in  my bedroom!"

Putting  Life Back Into  Your Living  Room

Before and After...
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After
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Transform Your Living
Room from Past to
Present: Six Helpful
Hints
     

1. Painting
Older homes in  need of a cosmetic makeover can
be full  of outdated wood. In  the Midwest, that
wood species happens to be oak. The good news is that  oak is actually  a great wood to
paint,  because its  texture  comes through  and offers depth - and that  depth lends itself  to
visual interest.  Don't  be afraid  to paint  your  wood base moldings, casings, crown
moldings  and interior  doors, as it  will  make the highest impact  in  your  space. But  don't
be fooled, painting  intricate  door and window  components is a very complicated and
painstaking  task that  requires a professional to insure that  all  working  components
remain  working  after  the paint  dries. Another  factor  to consider is the aesthetic value that
a professional brings to the table - there will  be no drips,  globs or  paint  splatters to
detract from  your  new investment.  For a quality  paint  job, contact Dan Brady Painting
and Wood Restoration. 

2. Flooring
Whether you choose tile,  carpet or  wood, installing  new flooring  can be one of your
largest investments in  any cosmetic improvement.  A new flooring  surface in  your  living
room will  allow you to remove visible traffic  patterns around  your  current  furniture
placement. If  your  budget is tight,  I  would  recommend making  a new floor  your  first
priority  and then graduating  to the next step of your  remodel after  saving more money.

http://rs6.net/tn.jsp?t=wpl4jvcab.0.0.qdyhwhcab.0&ts=S0383&p=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.danbradypainting.com%2F&id=preview


Even though  new furniture  will  look nice, it  doesn't add value to your  home like  flooring
does.  

3. Furniture
Good quality  furniture,  otherwise known as heirloom  quality,  can be very expensive.
Inexpensive furniture  that  you have to assemble yourself, while  saving you money in  the
short run,  would  be a mistake in  the long run.  The best strategy for  most people is to go
for  affordable  mid -grade quality  furnishings.  Buy pieces that  have medium- quality  box
construction  (not  the highest and not  the lowest) and buy fewer of them. Choosing the
right  fabric  can be a major  decision when it  comes to a tight  budget as well. Trendy
textures will  be pricey, whereas solid Ultrasuede fabrics will  be cost-effective and easy to
clean. 

4. Built -Ins
Built -in  shelving and storage will  not  only boost your  home's potential  resale value but
will  also add sophistication  and class to any living  room.  A good combination  of open
shelving for  home electronics, books and display, as well  as doors and drawers for
storage, will  allow your  living  room to feel clean and clutter -free. Enhancing your  built -
ins with  crown moldings, furniture -grade tops and decorative hardware will  add more
character to your  space. Contact Kitchen  Choreography for  semi-custom or  custom
cabinetry  for  your  living  room.  

5. Window  Treatments
Not  every space needs window  treatments.  If  you have an incredible  view or  are
surrounded  by the beauty of nature, you may opt  to let the outside scenery be your
primary  artwork  for  your  living  room.  Bare windows possess a sort of minimalistic
elegance that  highly  covered windows cannot match. Not  everyone can feel comfortable
having bare windows, and if  that  describes you, you can achieve the same open and airy
look with  shades. Draw the shades when you want privacy, and when you don't,  their
unobtrusive,  streamlined  appearance allows them to become virtually  undetectable.   

6. Furniture  Placement
How and where you place your furniture will determine how comfortable your living room actually is.
Conversation seating, which is two or more seating elements arranged together with a table for
placement of a drinking glass, are the most sought after by guests. A sofa or chair with an ottoman is
usually what members of the family would prefer, so they can put their feet up. Stand-alone seating,
also known as task seating - such as a chaise lounge for reading or an overstuffed chair for watching
television - is best if you have only one per living room.                                                                                                 
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